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THE 


| HE Power of Irreligion 
and Vice has produced 
ſuch evil Practices and 
diſſolute Manners thro 
the whole Kingdom, that 
— the Obſeryation of this 
univerſal Depravity has filled the Minds 
of 'vertuous and conſiderate Men, with 
great Trouble and fearful Apprehen- 
fions : Such Perfons are very ſenſible, 
that dreadful Calamitics and Deſolati- 
ons are the frequent and natural Conſe- 
quence of great Degeneracy and Cor- 


ruption; ; that Ambition, Pride, Fraud 
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and inſatiable Avarice, will þrin g the moſt 
flouriſhing State into the moſt deplo- 
rable Condition; for as they load a Na- 
tion with Guilt, ſo they themſelves of- 


ten inflict the Puniſhment of it, and ate 


at once the meritorious and effective 
Cauſes of a People's Sufferings, and 
often of their utter Ruin and Deſtruc- 
tion. The intoxicating Power of theſe 
Vices has lately brought upon this Na- 
tion, a Nation never look'd upon as de- 
ſtitute of Underſtanding and common 
Prudence, ſuch a ſtupid Infatuarion, 
and ſuch a wonderful Suſpenſion of 
Common Senſe, as have plung'd us in 
the greateſt Diſorder and Confuſion, 
by bringing upon us an extraordinary 
and ſurprizing Diminution of our pub- 
lick Credit; a Calamity, which undi- 
ſtinguiſhing as the Grave, has involy'd 
without reſpect of Perſons, the High 
and the Low, the Wiſe and the Fooliſh, 
the Peer and the Citizen, the Soldier / 
and the Merchant; and affects by its 
hurtful Influence, ſome way or other, 
Men of all Conditions whatſoever. 
7 This 
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This Calamity, as all agree, is owing 
to the Spirit of Pride, the Fury of Gam- 
ing, and the unextinguiſhable Thirſt af- 
ter Riches, which polleſs all Ranks and 
Degrees of Men. For tho' a Prince and 
his Miniſtry ſhould form the wiſeſt 
Schemes for the publick Good, yer if 
there ſhould happen at that Time, ſuch 
a Dearth and Deſolation of Juſtice and 
Probity among the Subjects, as will 
make it very difficult, if not impoſſible, 
to find out Men of ſufficient Vertue 
and Capacity to execute thoſe Schemes, 
the weak or wicked Under-Agents will 
infallibly make ſuch Deſigns miſcarry ; 
while thoſe evil Servants load their 
Shoulders with the Spoils and Plunder 
of the Publick, and glut themſelves, 
like greedy Leeches, with the Blood 
they ſuck from the People's exhauſted 
Veins. Theſe rapacious Oppreſſors will 
gather to themſelves immenſe Riches by 
the Ruin of their Neighbours; to ad- 
Vance their Families, will diſtreſs, and, 
if they are are able, undo the Govern- 
ment ; and, like rayening Vultures, | 
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prey upon the . of their Native 
Country. 


Bur what is the ſinking of National 
Credit, tho a very great Affliction, to the 
deplorable Fall of Piery and Probity a- 
mong us? The Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
the Legiſlature may find out a Remedy 
to recover and re-eſtabliſh the firſt ; but 
unleſs ſome Ways are diſcoyered, and 
proſecuted with Vigour, to revive our 


languiſhing Religion and Vertue, which 


ſeem to be agonizing, and at the laft 
Gaſp, Vice and Impiety will inevitably 
bring about, if not the ſame, yet as 
great and perhaps more deſtructive Evils, 


than thoſe that are now ſo ſorely com- 


plain d of. But this deſirable Reſtora- 


tion can never be brought about, while 


impious Principles, that ſtrike at the 
Foundations of Religion and Morality, 
are propagated with Succeſs, and ſpread 


their Contagion among the deluded Pec- 


ple; many of whom are grown Sceptical 


and embrace no Scheme of Religion; 
and others are arrived at that enormous 


Height 


Lo 
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Height of Impiety, that they not only 
in Converſation ſpitefully inſult and de- 
ride the Chriſtian Inſtitution, and all 
Things Sacred and Divine; but, in their 
printed Books, revive and vindicate a- 
theiſtical Notions ; and, with unexam- 
pled Impudence, affront and expoſe, by 
profane Mimickry, the Sacred Myſte- 
ries of the Goſpel, as the Author of an 
impious Writing has lately done: For 
let profligate Wits, ſneering Scoffers and 
merry Libertines think what they pleaſe, 
it is certain, that as ſuch Indignities 
and Affronts, offerd to the God of 
Heaven, and the Bleſſed Founder of 
the Chriſtian Church, will arm the Al- 
mighty's Hand, and ſtretch forth his a- 
venging Arm, againſt the Profeſſors and 
Practicers of ſuch Impiety, which even 
Almighty Patience cannot always bear; 
ſo is it true, that ſuch irreligious Prin- 
ciples, and profane Practices will pro- 
duce that Wickedneſs and Corruption, 
which, of themſelves, yill bring on the- 
moſt fatal Calamities. If the ſame Cau- 
ſes will always produce the ſame Ef- 
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8 The Introduction. 
fects, and the ſame Paſſions will be at- 
tended with the ſame Events, then 
thoſe Miſeries and Deſolations, that in 
other Countries, and other Ages, have 
been occaſioned by licentious Manners, 


and a general Defection from Piety 
and Vertue, may juſtly be expected in 


any Nation where the Caſe is the ſame; 


for a degenerate and vicious People will 
inevitably deſtroy themſelves, for want 
of ſufficient Goodneſs and Vertue to 
ſupport their State. 


SINCE therefore irreligious Princi- 
ples are productive of Immorality and 
flagitious Life, by removing all Re- 
ſtraints, that ſnould check inordinate 
Inclinations and impure Habits, it is 

ime that all Hands ſhould be at Work; 

d that every Man, that reveres God, 
and loves: his Country, ſhould ſtir him- 
ſelf up, and exert all his Strength and 


Capacity, to ſtop/the Progreſs of impi- 


ous Opinions: For it is very certain 
that there never was a greater Neceſſi- 
ty than now for oppoſing, as well by 

Writing 
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writing as by Cohverſation, the perni- 
cious Notions of the Atheiſt and the In- 
fidel. How can Men, that have a Con- 
cern at Heart fot the Hohour of God, 
the Intereſt of Religion, and the proſpe- 
rous State of the | Chriſtian Church, if 
endowed with any Talents, chufe a cold 
and unactive Neutrality, and forbear to 
uſe their Endeavours to ſtem the Deluge 
of Irreligion and Unchriſtian Doctrines, 
that, in this Juncture, is ready to break 
in upon us, and overflow the Nation ? 
How, I fay, can Perſons of ſuch a Cha- 
racer indulge an indifferent ſupine Tem- 
per; and not labour to avert the imminent - 
Danger, which not only threatens rhe 
Peace, but the very Being, of Chriſtian 
Societies? For is it not a fad Reflection, 
that while the Impious in Principle, from 
an inveterate Hatred of Religion, ſtrike 
at the Root of all Divine Worſhip, the 
Infidel, with as great Vehemence, ſtrives 
to ſhake the Foundations of the Goſpe 
Revelation ; and while they propagate 
their Maxims with eager Zeal, and poi- 
8 the Kingdom with their deteftable 
| | B Op. 
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Opinions, they triumph at once in their 
Succeſs and Impunity. | 


BESsIDEs this, the Spirit of Hereſy 
is gone out amongſt us, and ancient 
exploded Errors, that once rent the 
Church, reviv'd and ſupported by a nu- 
merous and violent Party, have miſera- 
bly divided this unhappy Nation ; and 
therefore, it is no Wonder that flagitious 
Manners overſpread the Kingdom, and 
that ſuch a univerſal Deſertion from Pi- 
ety and Vertue prevails, while Righte- 
ouſneſs and common Honeſty grow yet 
more valuable and precious by their 
Searcity, and the ſerious Practice of 
Religion expoſes a Chriſtian to Deriſi- 
on, Hatred, and Contempt. Since this 
therefore is the melancholy State to 
which we are redue d, I look upon it 
as the Duty of every Man in his Station, 
to contribute his utmoſt Endeavours to- 
wards the ſtopping of this growing Miſ- 
chief, which, by getting Head, and 
gaining upon us, may involve the Na- 
tion in the greateſt Calamities. And 

| 85 this 
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khis I hope will be a juſt Apology, at 


leaſt with Men of a generous and pub- 


lick Spirit, who wiſh well to Religion 
and their Country, for my engaging 
in the Defence of God's Exiſtence a- 
gainſt the Atheiſt; and in Vindication 
of the Chriſtian Religion againſt the 
Deiſt; and of the Divinity of Chriſt a- 


gainſt the Arian and Socinian : I haye 


attempred the Firſt in a former Writing, 
entitul'd Creation; and have prepard a- 
gainſt the two Laſt, a Book intended 
to be ſent Abroad; and, as a Forc- 
runner. of that larger Volume, I haye 
thought it proper to publiſh this Diſ- 
courſe againſt the Arian Scheme, the fa- 
ſhionable Hereſy of the preſent Times; 
which contains juſt and reaſonable Pre- 


judices againſt thag Hypotheſis. 


N the firſt Place, it is a juſt Preju- 
1 dice againſt the Arian Doctrine, that 
the contrary Opinion generally prevail d 
in the Chriſtian Churches, and was pro- 
feſs d by them thro ſo great a Number 
of Ages. It cannot be ſuppos d, that 
FT 'B3 the 
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the Divine Being, infinitely Wiſe and 


Good, ſhould publiſh a Revelation of his 
Mind and Will, ſo much wanting to 
the World, in ſuch Phraſes and Expreſ- 
ſions, that (incomparably) the greateſt 
Part of thoſe who received his Divine 
Doctrine, even all the believing Church- 
es, thro' numerous Centurics, and thofe 
en who ſeal'd their Sincerity with their 
Blood, ſhould grosſly miſapprehend its 
Meaning in the moſt important Article 
of it, and ſhould interpret it in ſuch a 
Senſe, as led them, if the Arian Opinion 
is true, to down- right Idolatry: It can- 
not, I ſay, be imagin d that the God of 
Truth, who made known the Goſpel 
Revelation, to rectify Mens Miſtakes 
in Religion, and aboliſh the Idol Wor- 
ſhip of the Pagans, ſhould expreſs him- 
ſelf in ſuch a Manner, as was apt to pre- 
vail ſo far upon-the Minds of almoſt 
all Chriſtians, even the beſt and wiſeſt 
of them, as to carry them into Idola- 
try, which it was intended utterly to 
deſtroy, and which they ſo much ab- 
hor d, that Multitudes of them prefer d 
| Tor- 
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Tortures and Death to the Practice of 
it; yet this is the Caſe, if Chriſt be 
no more than a Creature. + 


AN p ſhould it be urg'd by the Arian 
or other Hereticks, that the Article of 
Chriſt's Divinity is not reveal'd in ſuch 
clear Expreſſion, and ſet in ſuch a full 

Light, bur that Multitudes of worthy 
and learned Men, after all their Care 
and Application, are not able to diſcern 
it, bur continue to believe that the con- 
trary Opinion is warranted by the Scrip- 
ture; and ſhould they thence argue, that 
it is inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God, to..publiſh a Revela- 
tion of his Mind in ſuch: a way, that 
after their impartial Examination of the 
ſacred Writings, they are uncapable of 
diſcovering that Senſe which the Octho- 
dox put upon them; but affirm, that 
as far as their Lights extend, they are 
fully perſuaded that they are to be taken 
in a contrary Meaning; ſhould this, 1 
ſay, be alledg'd, I thus reply: The 
moſt important Points of Religion may 
be 


— 
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be fully and ſufficiently reveal'd, not- 
withſtanding many wiſe and learned 
Men may not yield their Aſſent to the 
Evidence of ir. The firſt Article of all 
Religion, the Exiſtence of God, is ſuffi- 
ciently atteſted by the Light of Na- 
ture and the Dictates of right Reaſon, 
and fully demonſtrated by the Works of 


Creation and Providence, as St. Paul 


argues to convince the Heathen ;. ne- 
vertheleſs, Multitudes of learned Men, 
and of the great Wits of the World, par- 
ticularly, the Followers of Democritus, 
Epicurus, and the Fataliſis, heretofore 
and in the preſent Age, deny the Being 
of God; and the Pyrrhonians, and the 
Diſciples of the new Academy, de- 
clard their Opinion, that his Exiſtence 
could not be provd; which amounts 


almoſt to the ſame Thing. And for 


many Years theſe impious and ſcepti- 
cal Principles prevail'd in the Schools 
of Athens and Rome. But will any ſay, 
Thar the Article of God's Exiſtence was 
not ſufficiently manifeſted by the Light 


of Nature, notwithſtanding great Num- 
or N | | — 
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bers of Philoſophers and wiſe Men did 
not embrace it? In like manner, a- 
bundance of Perſons, who have no 
ſmall Share of Wit and Learning, op- 
poſe the Chriſtian 'Revelation, and de- 
clare, thar after all their Search and 
Examination, they cannot find convin- 
cing Proof ro ſupport it; and yet I be- 
lieve, That the Arian himſelf being 
Judge, the Grounds and Reaſons of the 
Chriſtian Religion are demonſtrated by 
clear and certain Evidence : And there- 
fore, the Truth of the Revelation of 
Chriſt's Divinity may ſtand on ſtable 


and certain Foundations, notwirhſtand- 


ing the Disbelievers of that Article 
ſhould be allow?'d to be conſiderable for 
Number and Learning, in the ſame 
manner as the Truth of God's Exiſtence 
and the Chriſtian Inſtitution is eſta- 
bliſh'd- on full Evidence, notwithſtand- 


ing the Atheiſt does not diſcern tlie 
Firſt, nor the Infidel the Laſt. It is 
cherefore/a juſt: Preſumprion, that the 
Interpretation of the Scriptures concern- 
my che Divinity of Chriſt, which the 
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16 Juſt Prejudices againſt 
Churches ſo long embrac'd and ſo ſtre- 


nuouſly vindicated, is right and true, 
and that of the Arian, falſe. 


TE foregoing wartantable Preju- 
dice againſt the Arian Hypotheſis, is 
founded on the Wiſdom; Truth, and 
gracioys Nature of God; the next, 
which 1 ſhall mention, and which a- 
bundantly ſtrengthens and confirms the 
former, is built on his faithful and in- 
violable Promiſes contain d in his Go- 


a 


Oux Bleſſed Saviour aſſurd his Di- 
ſciples, that he would ſend the ſacred 
Spirit, the Comforter, Who ſhould lead 
them into all Truth ; which muſt at leaſt 


mean, into all great and important 


Truths. When our Lord commiſſion'd 
his Apoſtles to go and teach all Na- 
tions, he promisd to be with them to the 
End of the World : Which muſt ſignify, 


that he would be with them in the 


Work about which they were ſent ; 
chat is, the teaching all Nations his 
reveal d 
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reveal d Religion, at leaſt that he would 
be with Them and aſſiſt Them, When 


they taught the principal and moſt ne- 
ceſſary Articles '6f it. Add to this, the 
promiſſory Prediction f Chriſt, that 
the Gates of Hell ſhould'\mever prevail 
buer his Church. Now, who will fhew 
how theſe Promiſes have been made 
good, or tarher have not been violated, 
if the Chriſtian World has nor been led 


ſo much as into the Knowledge and right 
Belief of the moſt per and it 
deed eſſential Point of the Goſpel Re- 
velation; but, on tlie contrary, have 
been ſuffer'd; through To many Ages, to. 
lie undef ſuch a ſtrong and terrible De- 
luſion, as to miſtake theit Fellow Crea2 
ture for their Creator; and to worſhip 
him as God ſupreme? This is true, if 
the Arian Hypotheſis be not falſe : And 
then will it not be evident as Noort- 
day; that the Gates of Hell, chat is, 
the Powers of Darkneſs; have in tlie 
moſt notorious Mannet prevail d and 
Ses over the Church, which is 
3 What 
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what our Saviour aſſurd his Diſciples 
. never come to paſs. En 7 


'T HE Arian Scheme muſt FUE ab nor 
jo y ſhake, but entirely ſubvert, the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution; nor will it be pof- 
Gble for all the Wit of Man to uphold 
it, if the Divinity of Chriſt be given 
up: For let us ſuppoſe, that the Infidel 
or Deiſt, to overthrow the Belief of the 
Chriſtian Religion, ſhould thus reaſon 
with the Arians. © We are afraid, that 
« you, Gentlemen, that vindicate the 
Revelation of the Goſpel, and per- 
& {wade us to embrace it, do not act a 
& fincere part; for how can ybu be in 
5 carneſt in profeſſing your Belief of a 
Creed, and making Proſelites to a 
Religion, which evidently deſtroys it 
< ſelf ? You aſſert, chat it is reveal d 
from Heaven, that Chriſt, the Founder 

a your Religion, is in Reality no 
* more than a Creature, a God made, 
* and not the ſame in Nature and Sub- 
* Py with God "De" Du en 


* your 
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« your Doctrine. Now ſince it is no- 
c torious that the contrary Artiele of 
e Faith, that is, that Chri/# is God in 
« the ſtricteſt and higheſt Senſe of the 
% Word, has been profeſs'd and main- 
© taind univerſally by the Chriſtian 
« Churches for at leaſt Fourteen Hun- 
* dred Years; it will thence plainly fol- 
e low, that the Predictions and Pro- 
“ miſes, which Chriſt made to his Apo. 
&« ſtles, were never made good, but were 
* meer Illuſions. He promis d to be 
« with them to the End of the World, 
« while they taught his Religion: That 
& they ſhould be led by his Spirit into all 
& Truth, and that the Gates of Hell 
« ſhould not prevail. over his Church. 
But ſince theſe Things predicted and 


promis d never came to paſs, but on 


* the Reverſe, the Article of Chriſt's Di- 
« vinity, which has been received by 
* the Church for ſo many Ages, is, in 
* your Judgment, contrary to the Scrip- 
© tures, you muſt be conſtrain'd to al- 
& low, that Chriſt has not been with, 


«6: * nor aſſiſted his Apoſtles, in teaching 
C3 — *M 
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* the World : nor have they been led in- 
* ro all Truth; nor have the Gates of 
Hell, and the Powers of Darkneſs, 
been hinder'd from prevailing over 
& the Church in the moſt Triumphant: 
manner: All which, Conſequences: 
« myſt certainly be true, if the Church, 

6 for ſo many Ages, has been ſo horri- 
? bly deluded, as to believe a Creature is 
God ſupreme, and to adore him as ſuch. 

ec Impiety and idolatrous Practices, ſo 
* genetal and ſo laſting, are an Evidence 
& uncontroulable that thoſe Promiſes 
* were never fulfill d, but plainly viola- 
ted; and therefore may the Infidel ſay 


to the Arian, We have, from what has 


been alledg d, good Grounds to be- 
10 lieve, that the Revelation you contend 
8 E for, is 2 meer Fition ng Impoſture, 


WHAT the Arian will reply to this 
I cannot conceive; but ler him exert all 
his Strength, and exhauſt all his Wit and 


Philoſophy, Tam perſuaded he will never 
| be aþle to defend himſelf againſt ſuch a 
8 1 — in the Opiniqn: of 115 
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AND this leads to another mighty 
Prejudice againſt the Arian Principles; 
that is, that we ſhall be oblig'd, if we 
eſpouſe them, to pronounce all the Chri- 
ſtian Churches, almoſt ever ſince their 
Inſtitution, and all their excellent Lea- 
ders, Men renown'd and admir d for 
their ſuperior Learning, and exemplary 
Piety, guilty of groſs Idolatry ; ſince 
that Sin has univerſally been defin'd, the 
giving of the Worſhip, due to the ſupreme 
God, to any of his Creatures: Nor do I 
| ſee how this dreadful Conſequence can 
be avoided ; and if it cannot, then muſt 
this Concluſion be allow d, that all Chri- 
ſtians, almoſt in all Ages, are depriv'd 
of rhe Favour of God, and condemn'd 
to everlaſting Miſery, if avowd and 
unrepented of Idolatry will exclude 
Men from the Kingdom of Heaven. Is 
it not with the utmoſt Horror that we 
muſt think, that the numberleſs Number 
of Anti- Arians, even thoſe that were 
endow'd with the greareſt Wiſdom, Pu- 
rity and Piety, are, after their careful 
and impartial Endeavours to underſtand ' 
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the true Meaning of the Scripture, of 
which they embrac d, as they beliey'd, 
the plain, literal, and obvious Senſe, 
ſhould be all conſignd to endleſs and 


intolerable Puniſhment 2 Ye pure and 


blameleſs Saints ! ye illuſtrious Confeſ- 
ſors! who have witneſs d a good Con- 
feſſion, and have livd and dy'd in the 
Belief of our Saviour's Deity, how, to 

comply with Arian Principles, ſhall 1 


give you up to the Wrath of God and 


eternal Perdition? Ye noble Army of 
Martyrs, who laid down your Lives in 


the elder and later Ages, as well in Fo- 
reign Countries as in this reform d King- 


dom, and ſeal'd by your Blood your ſin- 
cere Belief of Chriſt's Religion, what 
Reluctance, what Emotions, what Ago- 
nies muſt I feel, when I pronounce you 
guilty of Idolatry; and not only deſpoil 
you of the Martyr's Crown, bur exclude 
you from the pure Aſſet bly of the 
Bleſs d, and the Joys of Heaven? This 
is with me a great and reaſonable Pre- 


judice againſt the Aria» Hypotheſis, 
chat it is attended with ſuch dreadful | 
— Con- 
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Conſequences, as involves ſo vaſt a 
Body of Chriſtians, during fo many ſuc- 
ceſſive Centuries, in the Guilt of down- 
right Idolatry. 


AND this will carry us on to another 
juſt Prejudice againſt the Arian Hypo- 
theſis ; which is, that it too cloſely 
imitates the Pagan Scheme of Theolo- 
gy. The Heathen Nations, beſides their 
Superior, worſhip'd Inferior and Subor- 
dinate* Gods, Demons, arid deceas'd 
Men deify'd, who were ſtil'd Heroes. 
Theſe had their Temples, Altars and 
Prieſts, and thro' them the Votaries di- 
rected their Worſhip to the Supreme 
Deities. Theſe were employ'd as Inter- 
ceſſors to carry their Prayers to the up- 
per Divinities in Heaven, and to bring 
down Favours and Bleſſings to Men on 
Earth. Their Sages and Philoſophers; 
and Perſons of Diſtinction, could not be 
ſo ſtupid as to terminate their Worſhip 
in a ſenſeleſs Piece of Wood or Stone; 
but they directed their Adoration thro 
the Idol to the Deity repreſented by it. 

In 


— 
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In like Manner, tlie Arians ſuppoſe a 
Supreme God, and One Subordinate, an 
Inferior Created God, to whom they pay 
the higheſt Divine Honours, but not as 
to the ultimate Object of their Worſhip, 
which they convey thro him, as they 


ſay, to God ſupreme. This lower cre- 


ated Deity, they apply to as their In- 


terceſſor, to preſent their Petitions to 
God moſt high, and to procure Gifts 


and for n * his Media- 
tion. | | 4 0 | 


Tun | Reform Churches::condemii 
the Popiſh for following the Example of 
the Heathens, by their Invocations of 
Saints and Angels, in the Manner 


practis d by» them to their Dzmons . 
and Heroes; and how then the Arian, 


upon his Principles, can charge Idolatry 
either upon the Pagan Worſhippers; or 
thoſe of the Church of Rome, as the 
moſt conſiderable Proteſtants for Num- 
ber, Learning and Piety, have always 
done, eſpecially thoſe of this Nation, 
who firſt ſeparated from that Church, 

"rl 


— 
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i acknowledge that I cannot ima - 
gine. | : 


I HAVE conceiy 4 ancther Prejudice | 
againſt the modern Arians, on which 1 


crave the Reader's leave to dwell ſomes © | 


what longer, becanſe it is a Matter of 
great Importance, and which has not, 


as far as I know, been handled by any 


former Writer. 
We Anti- Arians acknowledge, that f 
we pay the Worſhip due to God alone, 
to One, who, as our Adverſaries aſſert, 
is but a Creature. To this Object we 
tonvey our Adoration, as to God ſu- 
preme; not by the Intention of out 
Minds, do we direct it through him, to 
any fuperior Being, but make our Wor- 
ſhip terminate in Himſelf, as worthy of 
it. Now if this be nor Idolatry in the 
Opinion of the Disbeliever of Chriſt's 
Deity, then I know not what can be 
ſo; and if it be, chen I ask the Arian; 
how he' can hold Religious Communion 
with thoſe, who, in his Opinion, are 
Idolaters: And why he does not think 
it tis Duty to ſeparate from them? 1 
D can nor 
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cannot imagine, how a Disbeliever of 
Chriſt's Divinity can, with any Peace 
and Quiet of Mind, continue a Member 
of any religious Society, while he knows 
that the Members of it are generally 
given up to ſuch Impiety. Can they 
remain in the Communion of ſuch Cri- 
minals, without partaking of their Sin? 
Can they do all the outward Acts, which 
Idolaters practiſe, and by a mental re- 
ſerv'd Senſe and ſecret Measing, think 
to excuſe themſelves from the Guilt of 

ſuch Compliance 2 
Ir theſe Gentlemen, while they act 
in this manner, think to excuſe them- 
felves, by ſaying, that they do not ter- 
minate their Worſhip on Chriſt, whom 
they ſuppoſe to be a Creature, but di- 
rect their Adoration through him, to the 
ſupreme Being; then what way will 
they maintain their Charge of Idolatry 
againſt the Heathen, who directed his 
Worſhip by and through intermediate 
and inferior Deities, to their ſupreme 
Divinity > And how will our pious and 
vegerable Reformers defend their Sepa· 
ration 


8 
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ration from the Church of Rome upon 
the account of Idolatry, of which they 
accus'd her, as it is evident they did, 
and which the learned Biſhop Sz//ing- 
fleet has fully provd, when the Roma-. 
niſts fill declar d, that they directed 
their Worſhip ultimately to the ſupreme 
God 2 I do not here confider, whether 
the Church of Rome was then really 


guilty of Idolatry: But this is what I 


affirm, that our firſt Reformers heliey'd 
ſhe was, and upon that Belief thought 
it their Duty to withdraw from her Com- 
munion. Now fince the Gentlemen of 
Arian Principles do, and mult. believe 
that the Orthodox are really Idola- 

trous, by paying ultimately Divine 
Worſhip to a Creature, they are oblig d, 
upon Proteſtant Principles, to withdraw 
themſelves from our Communion, and 
freely declare the Reaſons of their Se- 
paration. It is therefore in vain that 


they earneſtly demanded it as their Right, 


that no reſtraining Teſts, Confeſſions 
or Declarations, bur what are conceiv d 
in expreſs Words of Scripture, ſhould 

D 2 be 
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be impos d as Terms of, Chriſtian Com- 
munion, nor that any Party Notions 
ſhould enter into publick Liturgies; 
for ſuppoſing they obtain d their Deſire, 
and that all Things in Religion were 
left in their utmoſt Latitude, yet it is 
evident, that they would ſtill be indi- 
ſpenſably oblig d to forſake our Church 
Aſſemblies, and renounce religious Fel- 
lowſhip with us, whom they efteem Tdo- 
Jaters: \ Inſtead therefore of their ve- 
hement and repeated Complaints about 
narrow Conditions of Communion, 
which, without many Wiles and Eva- 
ſions that pinch the Conſcience, they 
cannot comply with, (though this, how- 
ever, they make a ſhift to do) and which 
hinders them from making an open and 
unrefery'd Profeſſion of their Doctrine: 


Inſtead, I ſay, of this, let us ſuppoſe, = 


chat all diſcriminating Teſts and Decla- 
rations were aboliſh'd, what would this 
avail them? If they are ſincere and 
upright Men, they will ſtill find them- 
ſelves bound to ſeparate from our Aſ- 


ſemblics; ; and tho? the Church ſhould 
not 


* 
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not renounce them, yet is it evident 
they are oblig'd to renounce the Church, 
and withdraw themſelves from the Pra- 
Riſers of Idolatry, as before has been 
explain d. On the other Hand, the 
Anni Avian, Who fees that the Arian 
pays the Worſhip, due to God alone, 
to One, who, as he believes, tho he 


calls him God, is no more than an Ex- 


cellent Creature, he muſt pronounce 
him guilty of Idolatry, notwithſtanding 
the Pretence, common to him with the 
pagans and Papiſts, of directing their 
Worſhip thro the Creature to the Su- 

reme God; and if that be their Belief, 


they are oblig d to refuſe Communion 


with the Arian. Thus the Arian, and 
the Anti- Arian, while each believes that 


each is an Tdolater, are in Conſcience 


bound to 'break off religious Commu- 
nion with each other. 

IT is very plain, that the Spirit of Aria- 
niſm is very different from the Spirit of 
the Chriſtian Confeſſors' and Martyrs, 


who aſſerted openly, with worthy For- 
titude and Reſolution, their Principles 


of 


28 
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of Religion, refuſing Communion with 
Idolatrous Societies; to preſerve their 
Innocence and Integrity, they expos d. 
themſelves to the Rage and Cruelty of 
their Perſecutors; and not only under- 
went the Sufferings of Impriſonment, 
Chains, and Tortures, but laid down 
their Lives, with invincible Patience 
and Courage, rather than comply with 
the Rites and Ceremonies of forbidden 
Worſhip : But if our modern Oppoſers 
of Chriſt's Divinity argue right, that 
they are warranted to joyn in the exter- 
nal Expreſſions of Divine Worſhip with 
Tdolatrous Aſſemblies, while they con- 
yey their Worſhip by a mental Directi- 
on thro' a Creature to the Supreme Be- 
ing, then our glorious Martyrs were 
Martyrs to their own Tgnorance and 
Weakneſs, and expos'd themſzlves fool- 
iſhly to Torments, Poverty, Shame, and 
Death it ſelf, for want of that Skill in 
Diſtinctions, ſecret Meanings, and eva- 
five Arts, by which Arians at this Day 
continue Members of Sacieties, which 


they look upon as Idolatrous, and per- 
form 
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form all Things which are enjoyn d by 
them. Again, therefore, I demand how 
they can defend theif conſtant Commu- 
nion with ſuch impious Churches? Ler 
them here try the Strength of their 
boaſted Reaſon, let them employ all 
their Skill in Criticiſm, and,-'as wiſe 
Philoſophers, ſincere Chriſtians, and ho- 
neſt' Men, ſhew us how they can extri- 
cate themſelves from this Difficulty, and, 
make it appear that it is lawful for them 
ro communicate conſtantly with thoſe 
Churches, whoſe main Article of Faith 
they disbelieve and deteſt : Let them, 
I fay, in a free and open Manner, ſuch 
as becomes the Profeſſors of the Religi- 
on of Chriſt, tell us how they can 
maintain the Teſtimony of a good Mind, 
while they continue Members of thoſe 
Congregations, who, —— well know, 


worſhip with the higheſt Honours One, 
| Who, in the Opinion of the Arian, is 
but a made Being, and by ſo doing vio- 
late the chief Precepts of Religion, and 
without Shame or Remorſe act a moſt 
inſincere Part toward God and Man. 

| Bor 
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Bu r to ſet this Matter yet in a clearer 


Light, Twill allow this Principle, which; 


in my Opinion,” is founded on ſolid Rea- 
ſon, that, in Matters of Eternal Salva- 
tion, every Man has a Right to judge 
for himſelf; and that, wichout this Pri- 
vilege, our Reformers could never have 
juſtify d their Separation from the Chureli 
of Nome; whence I acknowledge it will 
follow, that every Man has an unqueſti- 
onable Liberty to determine for himſelf, 
by the beſt Means in his Power, FE: 
Senſe of thoſe Texts that concern his 
everlaſting Felicity. 

No w what Advantage will they gaitt 
from this Conceſſion, unleſs, | by che | 
Force of their ſuperior Learning, and 
boaſted Abilities in Diſputation, they 
can criticiſe and interpret away the firſt 
and ſecond Commandment, and all the 
other -Sacred Texts, that forbid Idola- 
try, and ſtrictly enjoyn us to renounce 
Communion with S6tieties Which are 
openly guilty of ſuch Impiety? If to 
terminate rhe higheſt religious Honours 

on a Creature, as on 5 Supreme, 
| be 
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be the Crime we are ſpeaking of, as all 
agree it is, then in whatever Senſe' they 
ſhall take thoſe Scriptures, which con- 
cern the Controverſy between us, they 
will never diſengage themſelves from 
their Obligation of ſeparating from our 
religious Aſſemblies; where, as we opens 
ly declare, we worſhip our Bleſſed Me. 
diator, as God Supreme, and carry not 
our Worſhip beyond himſelf, and there- 
fore muſt be condemn'd by them, who 
eſteem him no more than a Created Be · 
ing, as down-right Idolaters. | 
-I'T is: very evident, as well from 
nn iCadnicrihrien; as the various 
Writings, lately publiſh'd, in Vindicati- 
on of the Arian Principle, which re- 
ſpects the Divinity of Chriſt, that great 
Numbers, as well of the Clergy as the 
Laity, did never embrace the Catholick 
Dogtrine in chat Article, or have plainly 
apoſtatiz d from it, while, notwithſtand- 
ing, they hold Communion with our 
Churches, whõm they muſt look upon 
as Idolatrous; as has been ſaid, for 
Paying Supreme Honours to a Crea- 
ture. I am therefore very ſenſible that 
| ; E 1 
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I may create Diſorder and Diſturbance 


among theſe Men, and fill them with 


anxious Concern and uneaſy Reflecti- 
ons; for if they cannot ſatisfy their 
Minds, which upon good Grounds they 
never can, that it is law ful for them to 


continue Members of Societies, which 


avow ſuch Impiety, without partaking 
of their Guilt, they muſt either ſeparate 
from them, or remain in their Commu- 


nion with Self. Condemnation and Re- 


morſe. If, as they ought to do, they 
chuſe the firſt; a new Diviſion, and who 
can help it; will be added to the too 


great Number, into which the Britiſh 


Proteſtants are already ſplit; but if they 
chuſe the laſt, they expoſe themſelves 
to the urmoſt Danger of making Ship- 


wreck of Faith and a good Conſcience, 


andthe ſad Conſequence of wilful Com- 
pliance with Idolatrous Practices. 


I READILY acknowledge, that in 


many Caſes of Controverſy about reli- 
gious Doctrines, which are of a lower 
Concern, and of a more doubtful Na- 
ture, where Chriſtians may ſafely differ 
ſrom each other, and which Side ſoever 
6 R of 
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of the Queſtion they maintain, will run 
no Hazard of their eternal Salvation, 
in ſuch inferior Matters: T ſay, where 
wiſe and good Men may, without hurt- 
ing the publick Peace, defend contrary 
Opinions in Divinity; T own, that it is 
the moſt prudentWay to ſuppreſs even the 
Truth, when it may diſturb the Tran-- 
quility of the Church, and is likely to 
prove more detrimental than advantage- 
ous: But in Matters of the greateſt 
Conſequence, when the firſt and chief 
Articles of Ekriſtianity, which nearly: 
affect our external Salvation, are call'd 
in Queſtion, and warmly oppos'd ; Truths; 
of ſo high a Nature, and ſuch' vaſt Im- 
portance, are never to be ſuppreſs'd 
upon any Conſideration” whatſoever: 
Theſe. are Truths that may and muſt be 
ſpoken at all Times; and he that is 
afraid and aſham'd of vindicating open- 
ly a neceſſary Article of the Goſpel Re- 
velation, and of diſſuading his Neigh- 
bour from the Commiſſion of Idolatry, 
has great Reaſon to be afraid that his 
Lord will be aſham'd of him in th 


great Day of Account. 
| 10775) EN Uren 
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. Ueox mature Deliberation, I have 
leds that the Reaſons for pub- 
liſhing this Diſcourſe are ſtronger and 
more prevalent than thoſe againſt it; 
and upon ſuch a Determination I ſhould 
be aſham d to heſitate or enter into a 
Debate with my ſelf, whether I ſhould 
chuſe by not doing my Duty to offend 
the Author of my Being, or by doing 
ir to incur the Diſpleaſure of my Fellow. 
Creatures. The Favour of God will 
certainly accompany thoſe, who, from 
a ſincere Principle, and with an upright 
Intention, undertake to defend his Cauſe ; : 
and his Providence will as certainly take 
Care of the Events and Conſequences of 
ſuch a righteous Labour. Beſides, I am 
ſo far from deſigning to pleaſe the Arian, 
and keep him in good Humour, that, 
on the contrary, my Aim is to ſtir him 
up and diſturb him, that he may awa- 
ken and ſeriouſſy weigh our Reafons and 
Arguments, that- may then perhaps com- 
municate to his Mind ſuch Force and 


_ convincing Light, as may feclaim him 


fem; his dangerous Practice of keeping 
up Communion with Churches, which, 
in his Eſteem, are Idolatrous. I 


"the Arian Hypothefis. 37 

IT ACKNOWLEPGE I ſhould be plea - 
ſed to create this Diviſion, and prevail 
with the Arian to throw off the Mask, 
and ſeparate from the Orthodox Church · 
es; Which I have proy'd before is no- 
thing but his indiſpenſable Duty: Nor 
ſhould thoſe Churches be at all unwil- 
ling, that the Arian thould withdraw; 
for tho' by this Means their Aſſemblies 
might be a little leſſen d, yet they would 
be no Sufferers by that Diminution; for 
the Strength and Beauty of a Church 
or Congregation does not conſiſt in 
promiſcuous Numbers, but in the Sound- 
neſs of Doctrine, which appears in the 
Summary of their Faith, and the Purity 
of their Lives and Converſation. Nor 
does any Church, as a Spiritual Socie- 
ty, receive an Acceſſion of Health and 
Vigour from any heretical and vicious 
Members, let them be never fo many, 
any more than a human Body grows 
more ſtrong and active, by a great Col- 
lection of groſs and noxious Humdurs: 
A Dropſy ſwells and enlarges rhe Sitze 
or Dimenſtons of a Man, but at the 
ſame Time oppreſics and enfeebles him. 
** 
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Peace and Concord, eſtabliſhed on the 
ſame Principles of Religion, and Rules 
of Practice, ought to be purſud with 
the greateſt Ardour; but falſe Peace 
and feign d imaginary Concord are not 
of ſuch Value, that either the Ortho- 
dox ſnhould decline the Vindication of 
their Faith to procure them, or that 
the Arian ſhould purchaſe them at the 


Price of Idolatry. d 


SHOULD: Diſputes about the Exi- 
ſtence of God be ſet on foot in this ſcep- 
tical Age, or ſhould the Infidel, in pri- 


vate Diſcourſes and publick Writings, 


labour to propagate the Disbelief of 


Chriſtianity, would it be the Mark of 


a praiſe · worthy, peaceable - Diſpoſition, 
and diſcreet Conduct, for any Man to 
ſtand by with a cold Indifference, and 


not endeavour, as far as he is able, to 


ſtop the Progreſs of ſuch deſtructive O- 
pinions; of which the laſt ſubverts the 
Chriſtian; and the firſt all Religion 


whatſover? In like manner, while Arian 
_ Hereticks. ſtrive to undermine a funda- 
mental Point of the Chriſtian Creed, and 


at 1 ſame time hold Communion with 
the 


- Wh 
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the Orthodox, who, in their Opinion, 
live in the conſtant Practice of Idolatry; 
can it be an unreaſonable and raſh At- 
tempt to vindicate our Saviour's Diyini- 
ty, and to diſſuade the Arian from ſuch 
a guilty Compliance? If ever Truth is 
to be ſpoken, it is to be ſpoken now, 
when it is to maintain our holy Religi- 
on, which is oppos d with ſo much Cla- 
mour and Violence, and convince Men 

of their indiſpenſable Duty of coming 
out from Societies, Which in their 
Judgment are impure and impious; for 
next to the Denial of a God, what Crime 
can be more heinous than our paying to 
a Creature Divine Worſhip, as it's ul- 
timate Object: In vain the Gentlemen, 
who are far gone in the Arian Taſte, 
fortify and entrench themſelves in me- 
& taphyſical Subtilties, imaginary. Gloſſes, 
and ſtrain d Expoſitions ; they will ne- 
ver be able to maintain this ſtrange Pa- 
radox in Divinity, that it is not the 
Duty of. a Chriſtian to renounce Religi- 
ous. Communion with thoſe who pay 
Supreme Adoration to a Creature. 
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THEIR Out-cries againſt Confeſſiong 
and Deelarations of Faith ariſing from 


fear of being cut off from the Communi- 
on of orthadox Churches may be fpar'd; 


as being nothing to the Purpoſe in the 
Argument, which T now urge againſt 
them: Have they not the greateſt Reaſon 
the World to forbear arraigning any 
ſuch Church with forming Teſts and 
Impoſitions to exclude them, when, as 
ſaid before, they ought ro fave that 
Church the Labour, and exclude them- 
ſelves > In this Caſe, Men of Learn- 
ing and arguing Heads may, perhaps, 
be able, by ſcholaſtick Fencing, invent- 
ed Notions, and Turns of Wit, to di- 


ſtinguiſn away their Duty, and procure 
to themſelves ſome Satisfaction; but I 


imagine they will very hardly convinee 


others, who conſider impartially their 


ſhifting and een I of De- 


bating. 


To proceed: It is a Matter of Won. 
der, why Clergymen of Arian Princi- 


ples ſhould contend fo earneſtly againſt 


the Impoſition of the Summaries of 
rr — in che Firſt Article of 
the 
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the Church, and the Fj ifth and Sixth An- 
ſewer of 1 Aſſembly's Catechiſm. Mul- 
titudes of them have already ſubſerib d 
to the Truth of theſe Articles; and it 
muſt be ſuppos d they did it with ſome 
ſecrer Meaning and Interpretation of 
their own, by which they eluded that 
Confeſſion of Faith. Now I would ask 
them, Whether rhey did this with a 
quiet, unwounded Conſcience? If they 
id, then they have no reaſon to com- 
lain, but they may ſtill go on to do ſo, 
nd teach others the Way of ſubſcribing 
without Guilt and Remorſe; if nor, 
then let them expreſs their Repentance 
for ſo great and deliberate a Sin; let 
them ſatisfy the World, that their pri- 
vate Meanings, Equivocations, and frau- 
dulent Subſcriptions, to Articles in any 
BSBenſe whatſoever, in which they believe 
they tan reconcile them to the Scrip- 
ture, is a criminal Prevarication, unbe- 
coming a Man of Religion or common 
Probity. © 
ANOTHER juſt Prejudice againſt the 
Arian, is, that we cannot ſee how, by 
| his Hypotheſis, it is poſſible for any 
| F E Church 
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Church to convict their guilty Mem- 
bers of the groſſeſt Hereſy; for the per- 
ſon accus d, ſuppoſe of Montaniſin, Tri- 
theiſm, Sabellianiſm, or the extravagant 
Opinions of the Gnoſticks, is ready to 
clear himſelf by this Defence : Gentle- 
men, he will ſay, I am ready to ſub- 
ic ribe my Aſſent to the Truth of the 
Scriptures, and to any Summary of 
de that can be form d i in the expreſs 

ords of it; for T hold no Doctrine in 
Religion, but what TI look upon as war- 
ranted by the Chriſtian Revelation ; and 
ſince I am ready to give you this Satiſ- 
faction concerning my Faith, and you 
demand no more than this, you muſt 


| allow me 2 juſt Title to Chriſtian Com- 


munion. And thus the Arian Scheme, 
as well as the Socinian, utterly deſtroys 
the Notion of a Heretick, and confounds 
it with that of the Infidel: for all He- 
reticks, even the moſt abſurd and mon- 
ſtrous, declare their Belief of the whole 
Scripture, and are ready to ſubſcribe to 


the Truth of any Parts of it. If then 


ſuch a Subſcription to a Summary of 


Fa ach 1 in | capers Scripture T erms, and 
no- 
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nothing more is requir'd by our modern 
Arians, be ſufficient ro denominate a 
Chriſtian, and give him a Right to ad- 
miſſion into any Church, from which he 
cannot, but with manifeſt Injury, be 
expell d; then is it evident, that a He- 
retick is an imaginary and empty Phan- 
tome, nor does any ſuch Being exiſt in 
Nature; becauſe there is no Man, who 
profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian, but pro- 
| feſſes himſelf likewiſe a Believer of the 
ſacred Writings ; which, if he ſubſcribes; 
he ought to' be acknowledg'd as 2 Bro- 
ther, and receiv d into the Boſom of the 
Church: And if he refuſes ſuch a De- 
claration of his Belief, it muſt follow, 
not that he is an Heretick, but a down- 
right Infidel; for che Idea of Heteſy in- 

volves in it ſelf, as has been, ſaid, an 
Aſſent to the Revelation of = Goſpel. 
And cherefore, according to the Princi- 
ples of theſe Men, none but Infidels, 
who are not Members of the Church, 
can, with warrantable Authority, be ex- 
cluded from it; which ſounds indeed 
very oddly. Whence it will likewiſe 
follow, chat the Churches of Chriſt may 

5 be 
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be Societies without diſtinction, com- 
pos d of all forts of Men, who aſſert 
the moſt monſtrous and extravagant 
Opinions, that have or can be devis d 
by whimſical or enthuſiaſtick Fancies : 
Nor could it be ſaid, that a Church is 
one Thing, one Body of Men, or one 
Religious Society; but an aggregate or 
a confus'd Multitude, conſiſting of Mem- 
bers, who maintain, in Religion, Prin- 
ciples vaſtly different, and ſometimes 
repugnant and contradictory to one ano- 
ther; who agree only in this, That they 
profeſs their Belief of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and will ftibferibe their Aſſent to 
any Sentence expreſsly contain d in it; 
that is, to the Syllables, Words, and 
Sounds, without any common Meaning, 
while in their Minds, they impoſe upon 
them various and inconſiſtent Senſes, 
Thus, as J have faid, according to theſe 
Men, tho we may meet with many Pa- 
gans or Deiſts, it is impoſſible to find a 
Heretick, which, if their Poſitions are 
true, is a mere chimerical Illuſion. None 
of the deform'd and odious Productions 
of the firſt fertile Ages, which peopled 
che 
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the World with a monſtrous Brood of 
Free-Thinkers, not the Gnoſticks with all 
their wild and impious Genealogies of 
Divine Beings, nor the numerous and 
different Tribes, that hold not the Form 


of ſound Doctrine; no, not thoſe, who 


maintain'd two Equal or Co-ordinate 
Gods, One the Author of Good and the 
Other of Evil, can be ſtigmatiz d with 
the ignominious Character of a Here- 
tick. Nor will one Man be found juſtly 


to be cenſurd and ejected from the 


Church, through the paſt ſucceſſive 
Centuries ; which, however, have been 


ſo ingenious and diligent, that they have 


made it almoſt impoſſible to ſtrike out 
any new extrayagant Notion, or diſ- 
cover any untrodden Way of deviating 
from the Chriſtian Faith. And this is 
plain from the following Obſervation, 


That our modern Wits, of an heretical 
Turn of Mind, who diſguſt the com- 


mon. receiv'd Opinions, and by a ſtrong 
Biaſs, lean to ſtrange Doctrines and odd 
Conceits, are not able to invent, with 
all their Capacity. and Application, any 
Noyel Scheme of Hertſy ; but are o- 

blig'd 
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blig d to gratify their capricidus Fan- 
cies, by furbiſhing up ſome ruſty and 
obſolete Syſtems of the paſt Ages, ſome- 
times that of Sabellius, and ſometimes 
that of Arius, and with a different Dreſs, 
and with the Addition of ſome freſh Or- 
naments, impoſe them on the World as 
their own Productions; and tis ſurpriz- 
ing, that when the Catholicks refuſe 
Communion with the Heretical Innova- 
tors, they fooliſhly cry out that they 
are inhumanly perſecuted, 

BuT do not the Catholicks, or Or- 
thodox, fo I call them for Diſtinction's 
ſake, juſtly claim whar their Adverſa- + 
ries demand, the Privilege of expound- 
ing. Sctipture for themſelves? Now 
the Orthodox, of Anti- Arians, of 
whom our Churches are compos d, and 
are favout d by the Civil Government, 
declare that numerous Texts of Holy | 
Scripture do, in their Judgment, aſſert 
the Divinity of Chriſt in the higheſt 


Senſe of the Word, and have fram" d 


their Liturgies in Conformity to this 
Belief, and declard that they cannot 


hold Co tiunion with any who do not 
embrace 
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embrace the ſame Faith. Now if they 
impoſe not this Belicf on others, nor 
compel Men, by any annex d Pains or 
Penalties, ro comply with their Expoſi- 
tion and Senſe of Scripture, but leave 
them entirely to their Liberty of judg- 
ing for themſelyes, Which is the Caſe 
before us, with what Colour of Reaſon 
can the Arian cry qut of Perſecutjon ? 
Does Perſecution, in a proper Senſe, in- 
clude in its Notion à Separation from 
any whom we look upon as erroneous 
in Articles that immediately affect our 
Salvation? Haye not Chriſtian Church- 
es a Right to refuſe Communion with 
Jews, Muſſelmans, Infidels or Here- 
ticks, whom they permit to follow their 
own religious Sentiments? I am in- 
form d, that a Gentleman, ſuppos d a 

Disbeliever of Chriſt's Divinity, has 
lately withdrawn himſelf from the Con- 
gregation, of which he was a Member, 
and gave this Reaſon for his Separation, 
that Anti-Scriptural Doxologies were u- 
ſed in that religious Aſſembly. Tn this 
he ated an honeſt and open Part, and 
I wiſh that others of the ſame Opinion 


would 
1 
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would follow this laudable Example; 

but in ſo doing, did that Gentleman 
think that he perſecuted thoſe from 
whom he withdrew his Communion, or 
chat he impos d his Opinions upon them 
in an unwarrantable Manner? And is 
there ngt the ſame Parity of Reaſon, 
when a whole religious Society with- 
hold their Communion from one Man, 
whom they judge an Hererick, as when 
one Man ſeparates from a whole Aſſem- 
bly, whoſe Worſhip he believes is Anti- 
Scriptural 2 Why then, this Clamour 
rais d, of Perſecution, Unchriſtian Impo- 
ſitions, and Tyrannical Violence, in 
one Caſe, when .in the other there is 
nothing but a warrantable Conduct? 
Bur the Secret is this, Perſecution and 
Tyrannical Impoſitions upon the Con- 
ſcience are condemn'd by all Chriſtians ; 


and therefore the Name of Perſecutor 


or Ecclefiaſtical Tyrant is moſt unpopu- 
lar and odious: Theſe Men therefore 
ſeem to cry out that their Adverſaries 
are Perſecutors, Deſtroyers of Chriſtian 
Liberty, and Promoters of a cruel Tri- 
bunal of Inquiſition, ro make them 


black 
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black and deteſtablein the Opinion of the 


People, eſpecially of their own unjudging 
Followers, when they have injuriouſly, 


even without any ſhadow of Neaſon, given 


them ſo vile and hateful a Character. 
LET us ſuppoſe that the Arian Hy- 
theſis were the National Religion, em- 
brac'd and encourag d by the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, and that the Anti- Arian was 
diſcountenanc d and condemn d; I ask, 
if the Arians ſhould be thus in Power; 
whether they would receive into the Bo- 
ſom of their Church, all that would aſ- 
ſent to the Truth of the whole Scrip- 
tute? If they would, then they muſt ac- 
knowledge that the Anti. Arian who, in 
their Opinion, is the Worſhipper of a 
Creature beſides the ſupteme God, and 
therefore muſt, in their Judgment, be an 
Idolater, has an undeniable Claim to be 
admitted a Member of their Church; 
for lie will readily acknowledge his Be- 
lief of the whole Scriptures, and every 


that, contrary to their indiſpenſable Duty, 
founded on natural and reveałd Reli- 


gion, they will conſent to hold religious 
G Fellow: 


part of them : And then it will follow; 
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Fellowſhip with thoſe, who, in their 
Opinion, are profeſs'd Idolaters: They 
cannot exclude them from their Commu- 
nion, becauſe they will ſubſcribe to the 
Chriſtian Faith in all the expreſs Words 
of Scripture, which the Arian can de- 
fire; nor can the Arian ſuffer them to 
continue in their Societies, without par- 
raking of their Guilt: Beſides, their 
Churches upon this Principle, may be 
filld with unnatural and inconſiſtent Va- 
rieties of profeſs d Hereticks, Mixtures 
not only of Trinitarians, and Anti- 
Trinitarians, ut of Papiſts, Socinians, 
Muggletonians, Camiſars, and all other 
the moſt abſurd and extravagant Here. 
ticks that ever yet appear d, or that after 
Times can produce; becauſe all theſe, as 
faid before, will acknowledge the Truth 
of the whole Goſpel, and give their Aſ- 
fent 'to any Summary of Belief, com- 
pos d only of expreſs Portions of Scrip- 
ture, the Truth of which they all con- 
feſs, tho they vaſtly differ in the Senſe 


and Interpretation of them. Yet this 
Heap of repugnant Materials, this mon- 
ſtrous and rr 3 of Per- 
b | ſons 
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ſons of oppoſite Principles, would, not- 
withſtanding, be reckon'd one Chtiſtian 
Church, without the leaſt Similitude of 
Sentiments and Ideas, and witheut any 
Bond of Union or Agreement, in any 
thing but in Letters, and Sounds, and 
Words of no ſettled Meaning. But if 
the Arian, when favour'd by the Civil 
Government, ſhould- be tempted tote 
nounce his preſent Maxim, and follow tlie 
Example of all ſovereign Communities 
that have been converted to Chriſtiani- 
ty ſince its firſt Inſtitution; all which, 
as far as J am inſtructed, have compiled 
Articles or Confeſſions of their Faith: 
Suppoſe, I ſay, the Arians in Power, in 
imitation of alb other Chriſtian Churches, 
ſhould draw up a ſhort Declaration of 
their Belief, tho not in expreſs Words of 
Seripture, and recommend it to all their , 
Members to be ſubſcrib'd; but without 

any threaten'd Puniſhment,” to extort 
their Compliance, whom they leave at 
full Liberty ro profeſs their Aſſent or re- 
fuſe it; if, in ſuch a Caſe, the Aut: 
Arians, or any other Denomination of 


enn ſhould cry out againſt ©: is 
G 2 Conduct 
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Conduct, and accuſe the Governors of 
the Arian Church of Perſecution, Vio- 


lence, and unchriſtian Impoſitions, would 


not the Arian reply, Gentlemen, we are 


aſtoniſſid to hear you charge us with 


Perſecution, when we puniſh no Man 
for diſagreeing with our Scheme : Does 
not Perſecution 'always ſuppoſe ſome 
conſiderable Pain or Penalty to be in- 


flicted in Caſe of Non-compliance in 


Matters of Religion? Can then ſuch 
a Conduct be ſtiled by that odious Name, 
where no Suffering, Corporal or Pecu- 
niary, is annex d to enforce Obedience 2 
You may, if you pleaſe, call it Perju- 
ry, Treaſon, or Felony; but why Per- 
ſecution 2 Why do you cry out againſt 
unjuſt Impoſitions, when nothing is. im- 
pos d, for nothing is impos d where you 


arc left at Liberty to refuſe- Conformi- 


ty to it 2. . Theſe Exclamations then a- 
gainſt our Confeſſions of Faith, which 
you may ſubſcribe or not, ſince no Pe- 
nal Law enjoins it, are idle and ridi- 
culous. The Arians will therefore ſay 


ro their Adverſaries, that their Com- 


plaints a are moſt abſurd and groundleſs, 
3 
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and without doubt will tell them, that they 
muſt be great Maſters of Calumny and 
invective Eloquence, and endow'd with 
ſingular Abilities, in raiſing clamorous 
and lamentable Outcries ; ſince they 
ſcream out, as if mortally wounded, 
when not a Hair of their Heads is hurt, 
when no Exile, no Impriſonment, no 
Pains of Body or Forfeiture of Eſtate, 
enforces Subſcriptionsto any Senſe of 
ſacred Texts. And ſhould their Adverſa- 
ries urge, that by the Declaration to be 
ſubſcrib d, ſuppoſe it be, that Chriſt is 
no more than a dignify d Creature, any 
of the Clergy, who could not comply 
with it, | ſhould be depriv'd of their 
Livelihood, by the Peoples withdrawing 
from their Miniſtry, according to the Ad- 
vice and Direction of their ſpiritual 
Governors, ſhould cry out, that this is 
equivalent to Perſecution and a violent 
Impoſition ; would not the Arians reply, 
That their Incapacity of holding Com- 
munion with the Eſtabliſt d Worſhip, 
whence ſuch Deprivation follow d, was 
the neceſſary Effect of their own Prin- 
ciples, and a Diſability brought upon 

Fa l them 
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them by their own Choice > That what 
Sufferings or want of Maintenance ſhould 
enſue upon the People's withdrawing 
from them, whom they judge to be Ido- 
laters, is bur the Conſequence of that 
People's performing their unconteſted 
and indiſpenſable Duty: and muſt that 
be repreſented as Perfecution? The 
Arian, in Power, will doubtleſs tell 
them, that they àct upon true Prote. 
ſtant Principles; for, when this in- 
lighten'd Nation renounc'd the Church 
of f Rome, the Popiſh Clergy, who open- 
ly maintain d groſs Errors, and liv'd in 
the Practice of Superſtition and idola- 
trous Worſhip of Saints and Angels, 
were, by law ful Power, or by the Peo- 
ple's deſertion of them, depriv d of their 
Benefices and Eccleſiaſtical | Revenues; 
and will chen ſay to the Anti-Arian, Do 
you look upon this is as unchriſtian Vio- 
lence and Perſecution > It will be in 
yain, they will ſay, to urge in this Place, 
that the Papiſts held Principles of Reli- 
gion, that were inconſiſtent with their 
Duty to their Prince, and deſtructive of 


the Peace of the State; and therefore 
4 | thei 
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tifeir Clergy might juſtly be depriv'd, 
for they will reply, that our firſt Re- 
formers juſtify'd their Separation from 
the Church of Rome, upon the Account 
of their corrupt Doctrines, and idola- 
trous Practices, abſtracting from Rea- 
ſons of State, that concern d the Magi- 
ſtrate: And ſuppoſing the Papiſts had 
held any Doctrines that made them ob- 
noxious to the Civil Government, yet will 
they ſay, you will ſurely allow that our 
Reformers were warranted in withdraw- 
ing from their Societies, upon this Be- 
lief, that they were guilty of the groſſeſt 
Errors and impious Practices; and tho, 
upon this Diſcharge of their Duty, the 
Deprivation of many of the Popiſh Cler- 
gy unavoidably follow'd, will you for 
this condemn our Reformers, and in- 

veigh againſt them as Perſecutors ? 
BEs1Des, the Arian will ask the Auti- 
Arians why they would not of them- 
ſelves renounce their Communion, tho 
no Summary of Faith ſhould be offer'd 
to them? They may ſay to them, Since 
we declare that we pay ſupreme Wor- 
ſhip to Chriſt, a Creature only in our 
- * "ou 
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Opinion, becauſe, as we believe, Fe 
are commanded ſo to do; we are, how- 
ever, condemn'd by you as Idolaters for 
doing ſo; if then you are ſincere and 
upright Chriſtians, you would look up-" 
on it as your Daty to ſeparate your 
ſelves from us, of «your own Accord, 


leſt you ſhould be involv'd in the ſame 


Guilt ; why then do you not go out of 
your ſelves, and withdraw your Com- 
munion from us, as the Holy Martyrs 
of the Chriſtian Church refus d that of 
Idolatrous Aſſemblies, whatever Suffer. 
ings you thould undergo for performing 


ſo plain and neceſſary a Duty? 


- SnovLD; I ſay, the Disbelief of 
Chriſt's Divinity get the Civil Power 


on its Side, and become the publick e- 


ſtabliſh'd Religion of the Kingdom, and 
ſhould the Anti-Arians make a Noiſe of 
terrible Perſecution, and Unſcriptural 
Impoſitions, when no Pain or Penalty 
accompany d the publick Declaration of 
the Arian Faith, I cannot imagine what 
the Anti- Arian could reply to ſuch Rea- 
ſons and Expoſtulations as I have ſup- 


pos d their Adverſaries would uſe. Let 


rhe 


i. 


1 
f 
1 
f 
| 
y 
5 
AC 
a- 
5. 
et 
0 


the Arian Hypotheſit. 57 
the Arian then turn the Tables, and 
conſider whether this be not the very 


fame Caſe, while the Believets of Chriſt's 
Divinity have the Favour of the Civil 


Magiſtrate, and require no more than 


their own Chriſtian Privilege of renoun- 
eing Communion with ſuch as they e- 
ſteem incapacitated for it, while they 
inflict no corporal or pecuniary: /Puniſh- 
ment, .and bring upon them no Suffer- 
ing or Inconvenience, but what it was 
the evident Duty of the Arians to have 
brought upon themſelves by their vo- 
luntary Separation from ſuch n 
blies. | 

THE laſt Prejudice I wall mention 
againſt the Modern Scheme, ariſes from 
the Contemplation of the Behaviour and 


Conduct of thoſe Clergymen, who, hav- 
ing imbib'd Arian Notions; di, not- 


withſtanding, become and continue, 
from their free Choice, Paſtors and Spi- 
ritual Guides of Anti- Arian ot Catho- 
lick Congregations. 15 it not wondet- 
ful and execedingly ſhocking, to ob- 
ſerve how theſe Gentlemen engage in a 
Charge of ſuch high Importance, and 

H at 
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at the ſame Time are determin d not to 
perform the Duties of their Sacred Of- 
fice; as by refuſing to inſtruct the Peo- 
ple in Points of Belief, that concern 
their Salvation, to diſſwade and preſs 


them to avoid thoſe Practices, that are 


inconſiſtent with the Favour of God ang, 
future Felicity. The chief Article of 
the Chriſtian Inſtitution, is that which 
concerns the Divinity of Chriſt, and 
the moſt ſolemn Duties of it, particu- 
larly the Acts of Adoration paid to 
him as One with the Self-exiſtent Eter- 
nal God: Now the Arjan Miniſters do 


not, as far as 1 am inform'd, ever; in 


their Sermons and publick Difcourſes, 


inſtruct the People that Chriſt is no 


more than a Creature, and that there- 


fore they ſhould look upon him as One 


of no higher Character; nor ſhould by 
any Means entertain this unſcriptural 
and impious Notion of him, that he is 
God Supreme: Nor do they, in their 
Sermons before the Bleſſed Sacrament, 
diſſwade and conjure, the People from 
paying in that ſolemn Service fuch Acts 
of Adoration that terminate in our Lord 
« | | | as 
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as the ultimate Object of our Worſhip. 
One has juſt Reaſon to ſuſpect the 
Principles of ſuch Men, that are fo re- 
pugnant to Piety, and inconſiſtent with 
that great Sincerivy, which they pre- 
tend to. Can a Man undertake the 
Care and Cure of Souls, and bind him- 
felf in the Sacred Relation of a Paſtor, 
and at the fame Time think himſelf ex- 
cus'd from the neceſſary Duties of it; 
which are ro improve the People in 
ſpiritual Knowledge, to correct their 
Miſtakes in religious Belief, and reform 
their Lives from evil and impious Prac- 
tices? How then comes it to paſs, that 
they think themſelves excus d from in- 
forming their Congregations about the 
chief Article of Chriſtian Faith, in which, 
as» thoſe Paſtors believe, the People are 
vaſtly miſtaken ; as well as from diflwa- 
ding them earneſtly to avoid the idola- 
trous Practice, for ſo it muſt be in the 
Opinion of ſoch Guides, of giving Di- 
vine Worſhip to the Son of God, with- 
out directing it further to a Superior 
Self. exiſtent Being? Theſe Gentlemen 
think it their Duty to confirm the Judg- 

Ha ments 
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ments of the People, concerning other 
heretical Doctrines, as Occaſion re- 
quires; they ſtrenuouſly. preach againſt 
the Inſtirution of Mahomet, the Doc- 
trines of the Papiſts, the Scheme of the 
Socinians, and various other erroneous 
Seas : But the Orthodox Chriſlians, 
in the Opinion of ſuch Paſtors, lie un- 
der at leaſt as great and as dangerous a 
Deluſion, in a fundamental Matter of 
Faith, as any Hereticks whatſoever, as 
will eaſily appear upon the Compariſon; 
why then is their Duty in this Point ſo 
entirely neglected? The Paſtors of whom 
we are ſpeaking, think themſelves o- 
blig d to preſs their Auditors to avoid 
Intemperance, Fraud, Incontinency, Re- 
venge, and other immoral Actions; yet, 
at the ſame Time, do not think it their 
Duty to warn and preſs the People to 
forbear Idolatrous Worſhip, which thoſe 
Miniſters know their People conſtantly 
praQiſe, in adoring their Saviour as God 
Supreme. How the conceal'd Arian 


Clergy, that have the Paſtoral Care of 


a Church or Congregation, can defend 
themſelyes again] this Charge, J gan- 
nor 


1 
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not foreſee. When once, in Converſati- 
on, Faskd a Clergyman, who expreſs'd 
and pleaded for atheiſtical and unchriſti- \- 
an Notions, how he, who had eſpous d 
ſuch Principles, could continue to offici- 
ate as a Preacher and Paſtor to a Chri- 
ſtian Church? His Anſwer was, That 
he did it to get his Living; that he was 
brought up in that Way for his Main- 
tenance ; and that he did the People no 
Hurt, but always preach'd to them in 
their own Way ; or Words fully to that 
Effect; and if the Arians, who continue 
Paſtors of Orthodox Churches, can give 
a better Reaſon for their Conduct in 
this Matter, I ſhould be well Pleas d to 
receive it. 


BuT what Reaſon, however, has the 


the. Lay-Arian to complain of rigorous 
Impoſitions and Perſecution, ' and why 
does not he withdraw from the Com- 
munion of the Anti-Arian Churches, 
which he judges are ſo highly criminal? 
The Example of the Gentleman above- 
mention'd, who, for that Reaſon, left 
ſuch a Congregation, is very commend- 
able; and why ſhould not others of the 
ſame 
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ſame Perſwaſion imitate this Precedent, | 
that our Religious Aſſemblies may no 
longer continue unnatural and deform'd 
Bodies, compos d of inconſiſtent and in- 
compatible Members, that muſt account 
one another Hereticks and Idolaters : 


A e eee ©, 


Articles of Faith depend upon In . | 
rence and Argumentation, and are 
therefore left to Conſequences. 


OME Gentlemen have aſſerted, that 
the ſupreme Divinity of our Saviour 
cannot be allow d to be an Article of the 
Chriſtian Faith, becauſe it is not ex- 
preſs'd in fo many Words in the holy 
Scriptures ; that is, that He and the Fa- 
ther, with the Holy Spirit, are the One 
Eternal God; which Propoſition, ſay 
they, is only collected, or pretended 
to be collected, by Reaſon and Ar- 
gument from choſe inſpir'd Writings, 
which give to the Son the ſame Attri- 
butes that are aſcrib d to the Father. 
Now, ſay they, an Article of Faith is 
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not lefr ro Conſequences ; which is only 
roundly aſſerted, but not provd. In 


oppoſition to theſe Reaſoners, I under- 
take to make good this Propoſition, 


That all Articles of Religious Faith, 


as well Natural as Chriſtian, are built 
upon Concluſions infer d by 3 or 
Argumentation, from right Premiſes, and 
fo are all left to Conſequences: Which 
Province I ſhall perform in the follow. 
ing Manner. 

Al certain Koa muſt ariſe, 
as I believe will eaſily be granted, from 
Intuition or Demonſtration. ': The firſt 
of which muſt be produce d by' ſelt-evi- 
dent Principles, the laſt by Deductions 
drawn by the Force of Reaſoning from 
choſe Principles that want no Proof, and 
are indeed uncapable of any. Now, 1 
affirm, that there are no ſuch ſelf. evi - 
dent Principles in Religion, by which 
we can convey to another the certain 
Knowledge of any Object of Belief. II 
there were any Divine Notion ſo clear in 
it ſelf, that, upon the very rehearſing of 
the Words, it would immediately pro- 


cure a full Aſſent by its own incrinfick 
Light, 


— — —— 
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Light, unaſſiſted by Argument and Des 


monſtration, then the Article of the 
Exiſtence of God would, in the firſt 
place, be of this Kind. Now it is very 
plain, that this Article, which is the 
Spring and Foundation of all Certainty 
in Matters of Religion, is capable of 
Demonſtration, and has actually been 


demonſtrated by St. Paul to the Atheni- 
ans, by Reaſon and Argument, from his 


Works of Creation and Providence: 


Nor had all the Wits of Athens Sagacity 


and Skilt enough in Diſputation to re- 
ply, that ſo great and neceſſary a Point 
of Religion, as the Being of the ſupreme 
God, could never be left to Conſe- 


ges, followed 
St. Pauls Example, and deduc'd that 
pious and fundamental Article of Reli- 
gion, from clear and undeniable Premi- 
ſes > Now it is plain, that ſelf-evident 


quences. And how 1a celebrated 


Principles, that are immediately aſſent- 
ed to by virtue of their own Light, are 
never to be demonſtrated; for it would 
plainly imply a Contradiction, that 


what is evident of it ſelf, can be prov'd 
"by 
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by Reaſon or Argument. For Inſtance, 
That the Whole is equal to all its Parts; 
that a Thing cannot Exiſt and not Exiſt 
at the ſame Time; That two Propoſitions 
contradictory, cannot be true: And ſo 
in Morals, that every Man ſhould do 
what is beſt for himſelf, or moſt condu- 
cive to his Happineſs ; That all have a 
Right, to what is their own, and the 
like. Such ſelf-evident and undemon- 
ſtrable Principles, the Mind embraces by 
immediate Inſpection or Apprehenſion: 
Were they capable of being ptovd, it 
would follow, that it would be impoſ- 
ſible for ps to acquire any Knowledge at 
all, becauſe there could be no ſtop in the 
Train of out Inferences and Deductions ; 
for the Premiſes of every Concluſion be- 
ing themſelves always to be demonſtra- 
ted by Others, our Reaſoning muſt pro- 
ceed, in Infinitum. 

Now, as I have ſaid, no Principles 
of Religion are of this ſelf-evident Na- 
ture, particularly, that of the Being of 
God, on which all other Arcicles of Di- 
vine Belief neceſſarily depend. If it be 
urg 'd, that this Propoſition, There is 4 

cM | God, 
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God, is written, imprinted and engra- 
ven in our Hearts; which metaphorical _ 
Terms muſt mean, that it is a Propoſi- 
tion inborn and congenite with us in 
our firſt Formation ; then I muſt own, 
that I am unable to apprehend how ſuch 


fore the Mind does aQtually know : How 
can a Propoſition be apprehended before 
there is any Apprehenſion; and how can 
intellectual Ideas be perceived by the 
Underſtanding, when, as yet, it ſleeps 
in the Embrio, and has exerciſed no 
Perception? But of this Subject I have 
more fully diſcours d in the Preface to 
Creation, to which I refer the Reader. 
Bu r let it be allow d, chat the Exiſtence 
of God is an innate Article of Religious 
Knowledge, and exiſted in our Minds 
from our firſt Conception in the Womb; 
| can we alledge it as a Proof to convince 
an Atheiſt, who disbelieves the Exiſtence 
[ of a God, and denies all inbred Tdeas 
[i of the Divine Being? Muſt we not de- 
monſtrate that Propoſition by Reaſon 
and Argument, from the viſible Works 
of God's Creation, as St. Paul has done; 
93 and 


Knowledge can reſide in the Mind, be- 
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and whoſe Example many other excel- 
lent, tho' uninſpir'd Perſons have follow- 
ed, to confute ſuch Adverſaries? And it is 
a melancholy Reflexion, tliat there are 
too many ſuch to be met with in this 
Chriſtian Nation. 


HA v1NG thus ſhewn, that this great 


and firſt Article of Faith is capable of 
Demonſtration, and therefore left to 
Conſequences, or built on the Deducti- 
ons of Reaſon, it will be eaſy to ſhew, 
that all Reveal d Articles of cho Chriſti- 
ans Creed, are of the ſame Nature. 

IN the firſt Place, it muſt be made ap- 
pear, That the Books of the Holy 
Scriptures are the Works of inſpir d 
Writers, and that they contain the Re- 
velation of the Will of God, before our 
Aſſent is due to any Article of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, which is declard in them: 
And can this be done without Argu- 
mentation and diſcurſive Deductions ? 

Will the Deiſt or Infidel be convinc'd by 
your bare Affirmation? Or will you tell 
him, that the Scriptures are certainly 


true, tho' their Truth is indemonſtrable; 


that is, that it is a ſelf-evident Principle 


12 And > 
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And when the Scriptures are provd to 


be wrote by Divine Inſpiration, and ; 


therefore to be infallibly true, not only 
the ſupreme Divinity of the Son of God 


is collected from them by Reaſoning 


and Inference, but all the other Points 
of Chriſtian Faith. Nor without De- 
duction and Argument will it appear, 


that the Jews could have any certain 


Knowledge of the Immortality of the 
Soul, and the Reſurrection of the Body. 

And this way of Arguing and coming ar 
a Truth of the higheſt Importance to 
Religion, our Saviour juſtifies, while 
he proy'd to the Sadducees, by a Train 
of Inferences, thoſe eſſential Doctrines. 
And as to the Revelation of the Goſpel, 
we cannot give our Aſſent to any Article 
of Faith contain d in it, but by the Ex- 
erciſe of Reaſon in forming Deductions. 


Before our Belief is requir'd, it muſt ap- 


pear 'to us, that ſuch certain Words, 
rang'd in ſuch Order, are found in that 


Scripture, which contains any Point of 


our Creed; which cannot be demonſtra- 
ted but by an Inference from this Prin- 
ciple, that our Senſes employ d about 


their 
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their proper Object cannot be deceiv'd ; 
and which Propoſition it ſelf is not ſelf- 
evident, but is capable of further De- 
monſtration. Beſides, thoſe Words rang d 
in that Order, are not the original 
Wotds of the inſpired Writer, when 
Tranſlated into the Vulgar Tongue; 
and then the far greater part of Chri- 
ſtians, who are ignorant of the origi- 
nal Languages, muſt uſe Argument and 
Reaſon from the Nature of the Thing, 
before they give their Aſſent; that is, 
that the Tranſlators were not deceiv'd 
Themſelves, nor did deceive Others, in 
rendring the Original in the Way they 
have done : And eſpecially thoſe, who 
are ſo illiterate, that they cannot ſo much 
as read the Tranſlation, muſt be ſuppos'd 
to reaſon thus with themſelves, Thar ir 
is morally impoſſible, that their Tea- 
chers, and Thouſands of Others, ſhould, 
without any Motive, conſpire to impoſe 
a Fraud upon them in a Matter of ſuch 
Importance ; and therefore they believe 
thoſe Words are found in the Goſpel, 
which they are told are there ; and ſtill, 
the Deductions abovemention d, are to 

be 
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be us d before they can come to any Ar- 
ticle of Faith: But of this more in a 
Writing to be publiſh'd. 

Inos it will now appear, that no 
Article of Faith can be nam'd, which is 
not built on Argument, and left to the 


Support of Conſequences; and if it be 
no juſt Prejudice to the Belief of God's 


Exiſtence, that it is demonſtrable, and 


cannot be evinc'd, when we diſpute 
with an Atheiſt, but by Inference and 
DeduQion ; why ſhould it be an Objec- 
tion to the Certainty of this Chriſtian 
Article, Chriſt is Supreme Eternal God, 
that our Belicf of it ariſes in like Man- 
ner from Inference and Deduction? 

BUT it is urg d that, in deducing the 
Article of our Saviour's Divinity, from 
Scripture Paſſages, there is a Mixture of 
fallible Reaſon, and that this renders it 
uncertain. To which I anſwer, If it 
be true that our Concluſions are not cer- 
rain, becauſe Reaſon is employ'd in 
drawing them from fit Premiſes, then 
we have no Certainty in our Minds of 
any other Articles of divine Belief; all 


which, as I have demonſtrated, are 


built 


depend on Conſequences 71 


built on Inferences form'd by Reaſon: 
And as the Adverſary's Aſſertion deſtroys 
entirely all religious Science and Belief, 
of which there is not one Principle ſelf- 
evident, ſo it utterly ſubverts all Know- 
ledge whatſoever, and introduces again 
into the World, the Uncertainty of the 
Porrhonian Schools, and the Scepticiſm 
ot the new Academy. For ſince all our 
Knowledge, of what Kind ſoever, relies 
on Conſequences, form'd by Diſcourſe 
and Reaſon ; and fince, if theſe Gentle- 
men judge aright, we can have no Cer- 


tainty gf any Propoſition that Way; 


then this at leaſt is certain, that nothing 
can be known, except a very few com- 
mon Notions, or undemonſtrable Prin- 
ciples, which likewiſe are made idle 
and inſignificant by the Adverſary's Rule; 
for if ſuch Maxims, clear in themſelves, 
are of any Service tro Mankind, it is 
from hence, that, by the Help of their 
Reaſon, they may draw inſtructive 
Concluſions from them, and ſo proceed 
to enrich the Mind with a Train of uſe- 
ful Conſequences: Bur if the Operation 
of fallible Reaſon, in the Production of 
| ſuch 
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ſuch Conſequences, allays and ſinks their 
Certainty, then it is moſt clear, that 
all our Knowledge ariſes no higher than 
to a bare probable Opinion, and no 
Certainty is left in the Mind of Man, 
which is conſcious only of Conſequen- 
ces, except in a very few ſelf evident 
Propoſitions. Vet thoſe who are bred 
in Schools, and are Maſters of Sciences 
and liberal Arts, eſpecially the Mathe- 
maticians, will never allow that they 
have no Certainty of any of their Con- 
cluſions, becauſe they are drawn by fal- 
fible Reaſon; eſpecially the laſt will 


ſtifly maintain that their immediate and 


neceſſary Concluſions are no leſs certain 
than the Principles from whence they 
are infer d. 

THAT Which led theſe Gentlemen 
into this Error, T imagine is this, that 
the Truth of Propoſitions, contain'd in 
the expreſs Words of the inſpir'd Wri- 
ters, did not rely on the Operation or 
Aſſiſtance of deceivable Reaſon ; but then 
they did not reflect, that without the 
Interpoſition of Reaſon it could never 


be known, whether the Scriptures were 
indeed 
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indeed the Works of inſpir'd Writers ; 
and when the Difficulties about that 
Concluſion are remov'd, it is till in- 
cumbent on the Chriſtian to ſliew that 
therefore thoſe Books muſt be aſſented 
to; which can only ſtand on a Con- 
cluſion drawn from this Principle, that 
infinite Wiſdom cannot be deceiv'd, nor 
infirfte* Goodneſs deceive any. And 
now, I hope that the Underſtanding 
of our Adverfaties, who profeſs char 
they ſearch after Truth with an up- 
right Mind, and unprejudic d Applica- 
tion, will be open d ſo far, as to ſee 
ſuch clear and convincing Light; and 
that they will no longer inſiſt that an 
Article of. Faith cannot be left to Con- 
ulools, nor that any Propoſition can 
be certainly true, if Reaſon has been 
intereſted in the Demonſtration of it» 
But, I ſhall nor proceed further on 
this Subject, the Reader may find it 
manag d at large, in an Anſwer to 4 
Diſcourſe concerning Scripture Conſe- 
quences. 

THE learned Author of that An- 
wer . in my Judgment, ſupport 
| K his 
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his Poſitions with clear and ſolid Ar- 
guments, and ſucceeds in his Reaſon- 
ing to that Degree, that he triumphs 


all the Way; which I imagine muſt 


not be wholly aſcribd to the Good- 
neſs of his Cauſe, but in ſome Mea- 
ſure to his good Senſe and Abilities 
in Diſputation. 

TAIS Writer has, in the Book 1 
have mentiond, ſuſtain'd an important 
Notion concerning the Eternal Gene- 
ration of the Son of God, which ſeems 
probable and defenſible. He affirms, 
that the Phraſe Eternal Generation is 
no where found in the Sacred Writ- 
ings: That Son of God and Mef- 
ſiah were uſed as Synonimous Terms 
by the Fews; which, likewiſe, I re- 
member is aſſerted by Mr. Locke, in 
his Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity; and 
therefore, he ſays, he can ſee no Rea- 


ſon why Filiation, or the relative Ap 


pellation, Son of God, may not reſult 
from God's conſtituting or ordaining 
Chriſt, as Mediator, and confering on 
him the Power and Authority of execu- 


ting that high Office, Thus when it is 


faid, 
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ſaid, Thou art my Son, this Day have I 
begotten Thee; fince the Term Begotten, 
as well as Generation, muſt certainly 
here be Metaphorical, this Senſe of it 


may reaſonably be given, I have conſti · 
tuted and declard Thee Mediator of the 


New Covenant ; and the Expreſlion, This 
Day, favours this Interpretation. It is 
true, the Fews cry'd out, when our Sa- 
viour acknowledg'd himſelf ro be the 
Son-of God, that he made himſelf equal 
with God; not that this Appellation 
included ſuch an Equality, but becauſe, 
from many Places of Scripture, they 
well knew that divine incommunicable 
Attributes. were aſcrib'd to the Perſon 
who was Meſſiah, or the Son of God; 


and when our Saviour own'd himſelf 
to be the Son of God, or him who - 
was ſent, they believ'd that he there- 


fore aſſumd to himſelf the Divine Ar 


tributes that accompanied that Chara - 


cter. Our Author believes that thoſe, 
who aſſert and explain an eternal Ge- 
neration of the Son, as an eternal Em- 
manation from the Father, may very 
well defend their Explanation againſt 


q Nd, all 
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all the Force of their Adverſaries; but 
he . rather chuſes the other, as a pre- 
ferable Interpretation, that is, that the 
Appellation, Son of God, belongs to 
the divine Word, as Mediator. He 
does, however, inſiſt that this different 
Explication of the Manner of his Gene- 
ration, does by no Means hinder the 
Orthodoxy of cither, in the great Arti- 
cle of the Trinity, while each profeſſes 
his Belicf that Chriſt is Eternal Supreme 
God, tho they expreſs their Sentiments 


in different Terms. And our Author 


further declares, that the Senſe which 
he has mention d, in which Generation 


may be, as he believes, reaſonably re- 
fer d to God's conſtituting of Chriſt the 


Mediator, cannot, as far as he can find, 
be invalidated by any Texts, that occur 
in the inſpir'd Books. And, if this be 
ſo, then, as T have been always inclind 
to embrace thoſe Notions in Religion 


and Philoſophy, that are incumber d 


with the leaſt Difficulties, and the moſt 
free from Clouds and Obſcurity, I ſhould 
be inclin'd to receive the Interpretation 


mention ws as that which caſes my Con- 
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ceptions 
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ceptions moſt about this ſublime Object, 
and effectually cuts off the Arguments, 
which the Arian (tho unjuſtly ) brings 
for the Inequality and Inferiority of the 
Son, in reſpect of the Father, from the 
Filiation of rhe One and Parotmiey of 
the Other. 

I sHALL here obſerve, * in the 
important Controverſy now on foot con- 
cerning the Divinity of our Saviour, the 
| Arianizing Sect affect to reproach their 
Opponents with immoderate Heat and. 
Loſs of Temper: When a Writer of Gra- 
vity and Learning has urg d conſidera- 
ble and weighty Reaſons againſt their 
new Scheme, they preſently cry out, 
Oh, he is a very angry Man; as if thar 
was a ſufficient Confuration of his Ar- 
guments: And this is fo frequently pra- 
ctis d, as if it was the Word given out 
by the Party, to weaken the Credit of 
their Adverſaties, and invalidate their 
Reaſoning. I cannot coneeive what 
theſe Gentlemen mean by this Accuſa- 
tion, ſince the Writings of their Antago- 
niſts appear to me generally unobnoxi- 
ous. to this Cenſure; but perhaps, as 

15 5 one 
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one would be tempted to think, from 
their own weak and unanimated Perfor- 
mances, in Which their cold Expreſſion 
uſually contains yet colder Reaſoning}, 
they really believe that whatever is # 
writ with Life and Spirit, let the Diſ- 
courſe be ever ſo clear and ſolid, is the 
Production of the Spleen, and the Mark 
of a criminal Paſſion. Bur let theſe 
Gentlemen think as they pleaſe, I ac- , 
knowledge, that in a Debate of ſuch a 
high Nature as this, I had rather feel a 
warm and lively Diſpoſition, than the 
indifferent Laodicean Temper, and would 
be willing that my Zeal in defending the 
Catholick Chriſtian Faith ſhould ariſe to 
an immoderate Heat, rather than I ſhould 
be coldly receivd, when I came to make 
up my Account, and be reproach'd as 
one, that betray'd my Maſter, and tame- 
ly ſtood by while contumacious Here- 
ticks deſpoil'd him of his Godhead. It 
is certainly better to be hot here, than 
in a ſadder Place and worſe Company 
hereafter. 

SUPPOSE it were true, that ſome 
Anti- Arians, either mov'd by the vaſt 
4 Impor- 


. 
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Importance of the Subject, or from their 
native Temper, or from great Provoca- 
tion by rude and unchriſtian Uſage, have 
ſometimes exceeded rhe Rules of De- 
cency and regular Demeanour, which 
does by no means affect the Cauſe they 
maintain, nor weaken the Force of their 
Diſputation, can none of their Adverſa- 
ries be juſtly cenſurd as angry Men ? 
What, not thoſe froward Men, whocry 
out, that they have been cruelly and 
unmercifully perſecuted, tho' we hear of 


none. of their Pecuniary or Corporal 


Sufferings; and that the Veſtern Inqui- 
ſition, which they underwent, rivals 
the bloody Tribunals of Spain and Por. 
tugal? Which can appear true only to 
thoſe, who are enlighten'd with the Loſs 
of their Eyes, and lie under a deplora- 
ble Deſertion of common Senfe, Who- 
ever is angry, and raves on the Arian 
Side of the Queſtion, is always a Per- 
ſon of great Temper and fine Humanity; 
but when any Man oppoſes it in good ear- 
neſt, tho' with all the Decency and good 
Humour conſiſtent with his Duty in the 
Defence of his Creed, he is preſently 

pepre- 
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repreſented as a furious and violent 
Writer. | | | 

T AEKNOWLEDGE;, that Polemical De. 
bates, of an inferior Nature, ſhould be 
manag d only with calm and cloſe Rea- 
ſoning, as not requiring vehement and 
patherick Expreſſion ; but in ſuch Con- 
troverſial Diſcourſes, that are of the 


greateſt Importance and Concern, the 


very Vitals of the briſtian Religion, 
a warmet and more animated Stile is 


uſeful and becoming. In ſuch Caſes, 


not only che cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Ar- 
gumentation ſhould be. purſu'd, but the 
Diction ſhould be enliven d with ſo much 
Fire and Spirit, as may ſet it above 
doubt, that the Author is in earneſt. 
Two ſotts of Writers in this, as well 


as other Controverſies, are blameable 


for a contrary Conduct to that which 1 
have mention d; one fort are thoſe who 
labour hard to moderate the Heat of 
their Temper, and unartfully affect to 
appear in good Humour; theſe Men en- 
deavour to ſupply the want of Reaſon} 
and ſtrengthen an impotent and lan- 


Excur- 


-— 
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Excurſions, impertinent Eloquence, and 
a pert inſipid Stile. And, notwithſtand- 
ing they deeline, through all the Debate, 


to cloſe and grapple with their Oppo- 
nent, but keep at Diſtance from the 


main Points i in Controverſy, while they 


purſue other Subjects, where they be- 
lieve they ſhall ſucceed better, and be 
able to prove Something chat is nothing 
to the Purpoſe ; yet when their inſi igni- 
ficant Diſcoutſe is ended, they congra- 
tulate Themſelves upon their i imaginary 


Victory, and enjoy their empty Perfor- 


mance with great Satisfaction and Ala- 
crity. 

IT is a Blameable Conduct, when a 
Writer about Matters of the higheſt 
Conſequence, in a low and languiſhing 
Way, after many cautious Steps and 
flow Advances, deliberate Pauſes and 
Heſſtations, turns and winds, and la- 
bours till at laſt, with much ado, either 
for want of Sincerity or Capacity; he 
makes his Meaning out; and tells the 
Reader in a lame Manner; what it is he 


would be at, If a Writer of Contro- 


verſy does not voter his Cauſe with Re- 
L ſolution; 


| 
| 
| 
| 4 
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folution, Zeal and open Integrity, the 
Reader will be tempted to think, by his 
cold and trimming Demeanour, that he 
is a falſe Brother and diſputes Booty, or 
that the Side of the Queſtion, which he 
has taken, cannot, without the greateſt 
Difficulty, be defended. One is apt to 
ſuſpect aCauſe, where the Diſputant, by 
a great Apparatus of elaborate and dreſs'd 
Explanations; endlefs Savings, Guards 
and Limitations, nice Diſtinctions, and 
Poſitions heapd upon Poſitions, en- 
deavours to ſecure his Paſſage and clear 
his Way to the Point in Hand. 


EET Sn 


Co dence wy boaftful Praenſim, fans to 
Jreat Parts and Learning, 10 Toy 
of any Secs being in the Right.” 


1 CAxNOxr forbear obſerving; in this 

Place, that when any bold and con- 
ceited Perſon has taken it into his Head 
to* oppoſe and affront the reeciv'd and 


Eftabliſh d Religion of his Country; and 
— 
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learned to ridicule, with thread bare 
Jeſts, the ſacred Myſteries of the Go- 
ſpel, he is admitted to the Favour of 
the Patrons and Reviyers of ancient He- 
refies,  declar'd a Man of unvulgar Parts, 
and digaify'd. with the Title, of a Wir. 
The Socinians, but a few Years ago, 
were reckon'd ſuch reſin d Spirits, and 
Men of ſuch cleyared Genius, that it 
was a Temptation to unſettled Youth, 
to favoyr their Opinions, "that they 
might be accounted Men of Senſe. 1 
was at that Time often told by Perſons 
inclin'd. to thoſe Doctrines, that they 
ſcarce knew a Man of Diſtinction, for 
Parts and Capacity, but he was a Fa- 
vourer of their Principles. Mr. Firmins 
Friends ſuggeſted this frequently in 
Company, and much valued chem- 
ſelves on the Number, of their Profe 
lites among the moſt eminent perſons, 
Divines as well as Laymen. Then 
the Socinian triumph'd d, and his Scheme 
of Divinity 'was the great Herefy | in 
Faſhion. ' But notwithſt3nding their for- 
midable Power and boaſted Numbers, 
who wy d to oyer- run Great Britain, and 


L bring 
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bring it 1 the Dominion of the Doc- 
tors of Poland; yet I have liv d to ſee 
this Socinian Uſurpation of the Empire 
of Wit, demoliſni d by another prevail- 
ing Set. The Arian Leaders having 
muſter d their Forces, and rais d a fierce 
Rebellion againſt them, have ſunk this 
arrogant and once growing Sect, dif- 
ſeiz d them of the Honour and Credit 
which they preſum d to engroſs, and by . 
drawing off their Followers, have left 
them ſo low, that now they : are ſcarce 
conſiderable enough to make a Party ; 
and behold, the Arian reigns in their 
ſtead! And now the Cry of Perſons of 
looſe and unſettled Principles, that feel 
a perpetual Itch after Novelty, i is on the 

Side of the Leaders of this Set: almoſt 
all, that take a Fancy for Hereſy, and 
have a mind to be thought Men of Ge- 
nius and extraordinary Sagacity, ſtrike 
in with this riſing Party: And now they 
tell us, with unbluſhing Aſſurance, chat 
all, diſtinguiſh'd by ſuperior Wir and ex- 
alred Parts ; all who merit the Appel- 
lation of great Men, either i in Church or 
Stare, are ls be or ſecretly of their 
3 | Opinion; 
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Opinion; fax it ſeems; that the Title of 
a Man of Senſe is annex'd, by theſe 
Diſpoſers of Honour and Merit, to the 
Eſpouſers and Friends of Arian Princi - 
ples, as before they were confer d upon 
the now abandon'd Socinian. Of this 
Obſervation, which I know to be true, 
I would make this Uſe. I entreat the 
Gentlemen of the Arian way, not to re- 
ly with great Confidence on the Truth 
of their peculiar Doctrines. The Foc 
nians, their Predeceſſors, tho now de- 
cry'd and out of Faſhion, were, but a 
few Years ago, as much aſſur d of their 
Scheme of Divinity, as the Arian is of 
his at this Time: They were in as great 
Vogue, and had as many zealous Difci- | 
ples, Patrons and Admirers, as the pre- 

ſent Sect, that has prevail d over them; 
nor were they lefs eſteem d and cry d up 
for their Penetration and critical Abili- 
ties, than, in their Turn, their Rivals 
now are. Then let the Arian reflect, 
that notwithſtanding this, by a ſudden 
Revolution, thoſe great Leaders and 
their Followers, are fallen and deſerted, 
and their Scheme of Religion look d on 
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as ill concerted and inde ſenſib ble. Let 
me then ask the Arians, If Men not in- 
ferior to your ſelves, nor leſs ſineete and 
diligent in ſearching after Truth; Men 
fo much applauded and admir'd for able 
Diſputants, ſupported by ſuch Numbers 
of Followers, and who made fo conſi- 
derable a Figure in this and a much 
greater in foreign Countries, were, 
notwithſtanding, groſsly miſtaken, as 
you your ſelves confeſs they were; 
why may not you be miſtaken likewiſe, 
notwithſtanding the great Capacities 
you pretend to? You cannot. be more 
confident chat your Notions" are right, 
than the Sociniams were that theirs were 
ſo; nor have you greater Advantages 
or Securities to protect you from Error, 
than they had. The Socinians were 
lately, at leaſt, as much renown d for 
Polemical Diſcourſes, and Writings, as 
vou zre now: They were by great 
Numbers reputed Giants in Debate, 
Men of a Saracer's Face and Limbs; 
Sons of Anack, whoſe Pens were like a 
Weaver's Beam, that demolithed, with 


Eaſe, all Oppoſers; yet this mighty 
Race 
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Race ſoon dwindled into Dwarfs, at 
leaſt they were reduced to the common 
Stature, and are now no longer fear d 
or reſpected. This Reflection may 
juſtly moderate your great Aſſurance, 
that you are in the right, and diſpoſe 
you to ſome Degrees of Diffidence and 
Modeſty. 

I do not by theſe laſt Reflections, 
intend a Confutation of the Avian 
Scheme ; bur to reduce, if it be not im- 
practicable, the exorbitant Confidence 
of their Leaders, and to bring them in 
part down, from their tow'ring Heights 
of imaginary Certainty, that thus 
their Minds may be prepar d by a juſt 
Senſe of Human Fallibility, to admit 
the Light, and weigh imparrially the 
Strength of our Arguments; which is 
nothing more than the Greatneſs and 
Importance of the Subject demand of 
them. 
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